
JOHN HAROLD PLUMB, scholar, editor, teacher, and cultural ambassador of Anglo-
American understanding.  A graduate of London and Cambridge Universities, he is 
without peer among English historians of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.  His 
magisterial volumes on Walpole, his brilliant study of the growth of political stability in 
England, and his numerous essays on aspects of eighteenth-century life all stand as 
models of the historian’s craft.  Like all great historians, his horizons are wide, for he has 
written with equal penetration about the crisis in the humanities and about the nature of 
the historian’s work, as well as undertaking essays in social history, a study of the 
Renaissance, and an account of West African exploration.  From shortest review to 
longest tome, he writes with a controlled mastery of the language that is wholly admired 
and more than occasionally envied.  A distinguished teacher as well, he has been a 
Fellow of Christ’s College, Cambridge, Professor of Modern English history, and 
Chairman of the History Faculty ant Cambridge.  His visiting appointments have 
included the Ford Lectureship at Oxford and distinguished visiting appointments at 
Columbia, City College, Minnesota, the University of the City of New York, Reading, 
and Texas Christian University., as well as the Cole Lectureship at Bowdoin.  Devoted to 
the fostering of Anglo-American understanding, he has worked with vigor to bring 
scholars in our two nations together and he himself typifies this trans-Atlantic bond.  The 
model of the teacher-scholar, he embodies the great strength and vision of the Anglo-
American academic tradition. 
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