
HERBERT CLIFFORD FRANCIS BELL, Bachelor of Arts of Toronto University, 
Doctor of Philosophy of the University of Pennsylvania, Professor of History at 
Wesleyan University; from 1912 to 1926, Thomas Brackett Reed Professor of History at 
Bowdoin; author of a brilliant and sound biography of Lord Palmerston, which has won 
wide acclaim both in this country and in Great Britain; scholar and teacher who knows 
how to write and how to teach; always the helpful friend to the undergraduate for whose 
sake he believes that the College primarily exists; representative today of that group of 
distinguished men who for various reasons have left Bowdoin to strengthen other 
institutions of learning, whose work is elsewhere but many of whose affections are still 
here – for skilful scholarship and inspiring teaching. 
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