
 ALFRED BENNETT HARBAGE, one of the greatest American Shakespearean 
scholars of the present time, former Cabot Professor of English Literature at Harvard, and 
mentor to countless students of Elizabethan drama.  A native of Philadelphia and a 
graduate of the University of Pennsylvania, he became Professor of English and 
Chairman of the Graduate Faculty there before serving with equal distinction at Columbia 
and Harvard.  The General Editor of the Pelican edition of Shakespeare’s plays, he is the 
author of influential works on Shakespeare’s audience, Shakespeare and morality, and 
Shakespeare and the rival traditions.  One of the few Americans to give the annual 
Shakespeare lecture of the British Academy, he has also been Alexander Lecturer at the 
University of Toronto.  A worthy successor of Ashley Thorndike and Oscar Campbell at 
Columbia, and of George Lyman Kittredge at Harvard, he has placed all teachers and 
students of Shakespeare deeply in his debt.  No contemporary writer on Elizabethan 
drama is more highly respected.  A great literary scholar, an inspirational teacher, a 
penetrating critic, he exemplifies the best in the American academic tradition. 
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