
JOSEPH LYMAN FISHER, of the Class of 1935, magna cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa,
member of Delta Upsilon, President of Resources for the Future, Incorporated.  Well
founded in economics at Bowdoin, the London School of Economics, and Harvard
University, after an instructorship in Economics at Allegheny College, he early found his
future when he joined the National Resources Planning Board in 1939.  Interrupted by
Infantry service in the Second World War, he soon resumed his career as Economist and
Executive Officer of the President’s Council of Economic Advisers.  His later service
with Resources for the Future marks his dedication to a purpose paradoxically single but
multiple, - multiple in its many manifestations, and broad in its implications – the future
of natural resources, in his home County of Arlington, Virginia, in the United States of
America, in the underdeveloped countries of the Near and Far East, of Latin America,
and Africa, indeed of the world.  Deeply sensitive to the deterioration of our domestic
environment, he seeks careful assessment and constructive action rather than mere
yielding to panic.  From his keen awareness of the gravity of the crises in world
populations and economic conditions surrounding the “complexity of the world energy
and minerals economy,” its food and its agriculture, he hopes to build understanding on
solid facts, to search out lasting solutions rather than temporary panaceas.
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